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Prelude        Margie Paynton  
  
Introit  Sussex Carol- arr. Manz  Katie Kellie and Jared White  
 
Gathering         Pastor Anita Peebles  

 
The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman  
Please read responsively the bolded words.  

One: When the song of the angels is stilled,  
All: when the star in the sky is gone,  
One: when the kings and princes are home,  
All: when the shepherds are back with their flocks,  
One: the work of Christmas begins:  
All: to find the lost,  
One: to heal the broken,  
All: to feed the hungry,  
One: to release the prisoner,  
All: to rebuild the nations,  
One: to bring peace among the people,  
All: to make music in the heart.  
 
*Hymn          Go Tell It on the Mountain   #154  
 
Time with Children      Patrick Green   
 
Anthem   Brightest and Best  
Gail Foster, Linda Zaugg, Jared White, Belle Chenault,  
Aaron Burkhalter, Brooke Rolston  
 
Invitations to Involvement, Giving, and Prayer Pastor Tim Phillips  
  
*Hymn   Once in Royal David’s City  #145  
 
Scripture: Matthew 1.1-16     Pastor Anita Peebles  
  
  
Sermon   Formed and Reformed Pastor Anita Peebles  
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*Communion Hymn  The First Noel  #139 

  
Sharing the Gifts of the Table    Anita Peebles & Tim Phillips  
  
Everyone is welcome at this table. The gifts we offer are grape juice and gluten-free 
bread. Please hold the bread until everyone is served so we may eat together. The 
same is true for the cup.  
  
The Gifts we have Shared     Beth Reis  
  
*Hymn    As With Gladness #159  
  
*Blessing        Pastor Anita Peebles  
  
Postlude        Margie Paynton  
  
 
Notes for Today’s Worship  
 

The poem “The Work of Christmas” is from Howard Thurman’s The Mood of Christmas and 
Other Celebrations. https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/now-the-work-of-christmas-begins/  
 

“A Genealogy of Jesus Christ” was compiled by Ann Patrick Ware of the Women’s Lectionary 
Group of New York, and was reprinted in A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church.   

 

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/now-the-work-of-christmas-begins/


4  

Gathering Song  Go Tell It On The Mountain 
 
African –American Spiritual 
Arr. John W. Work II, 1907 
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Prayer Hymn  Once in Royal David’s City 
 
Text:  Cecil F. Anderson, 1848 
Tune:  Henry J. Gauntlett, 1849 
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Communion Hymn  The First Noel 
 
Traditional English Carol, 1871 
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Sending Hymn  As With Gladness Those of Old 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1861 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1838 
 

 


